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Focus of my plan:  My students showed a consistent need for work on non-fiction 

standards, fluent reading, and spelling.  As a result of those factors, I chose to focus on 

vocabulary as a way to boost all of these areas.  

 

Grade level audience:  I teach 5th grade, so my audience was my classroom of 22 

students.  

 

Major steps of my plan:  My original plan was to use Words Their Way and word sorts as 

my main tool for this project.  However, that didn’t work out.  So instead, I used 

“Vocabulary Workshop: Enriched Edition” published by Sadlier as my main vocabulary 

teaching tool.  This resource has differentiated vocabulary units that I used as one of my 

reading centers.  To supplement that center, we also read non-fiction articles and 

focused on new words in two of our other centers.  We also did vocabulary activities 

with our StoryWorks articles and our class read aloud books.  I used STAR and MAP as 

my tests for pre and post data.   

 

Major Successes: Based on the last STAR reading test given before we were dismissed 

for Covid-19 social distancing, 20 out of 22 of my students showed growth in their 

overall reading scores.  There is a category the specifically measures vocabulary 

acquisition and use and 17/22 of my students showed 5 or more growth points in that 

category.   

 

Challenges: My first challenge was that I didn’t get to use my first choice of resources.  I 

was able to easily work around that, though.  Another major challenge was that I had a 
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particularly difficult class, behavior wise.  So my centers did not always run smoothly.  It 

got better as time went on, but there was always that one group… My final challenge, 

which I am sure was the same as everyone else’s, was the sudden dismissal of school.  

We were in the middle of several units, lost weeks of instruction time, and didn’t get to 

do a posttest in the way that I wanted to.  The health of our communities is way more 

important, though.  

 

Ideas for Next Year:  I will definitely continue to have a center that focuses on 

vocabulary next year.  If I can talk my team teachers into it, I would love to use Words 

Their Way, but I would be happy to use the Sadler books again. I also want to start using 

StoryWorks earlier in the year (I didn’t get it until February) and find more Vocabulary 

games to use.  

 

Resources:  

• The green, blue, and orange editions of the “Vocabulary Workshop: Enriched 

Edition” books published by Sadlier 

• Epic! Online reading program 

• Accelerated Reader 

• Literacy Footsteps from our Title 1 room for small group instruction 

• Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone and Harry Potter and the Chamber of 

Secrets book units sold by “Nothing But Class” on Teachers Pay Teachers 

• StoryWorks magazines and online resources 

 


